::- Case study 1: Gourami iridovirus

Some gouramis are known to carry a serious virus. Not only

can this virus make gouramis sick, it can spread and cause
the death of other fish species. This virus can infect and
cause death in murray cod.

Bottom: Normal gourami.

::- Case study 2: Goldfish ulcer disease

Goldfish can become infected with this bacterial disease.
Disease signs include missing scales and red-white ulcers.
This disease can also cause serious losses in salmon and trout.
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Top: Sick gourami, the day before death.
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::' Help protect our fish

Keep Australia’s fish and waterways healthy
and free from aquarium fish diseases.

Aquarium fi
spread dis

.:- Dispose of dead fish safely

Do not release aquarium fish into waterways
or stormwater drains

Get advice on maintaining a healthy aquarium
from your pet retailer or veterinarian

If you suspect serious disease, contact your
veterinarian or state laboratory
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Like all animals, aquarium fish can carry and transmit
diseases.This includes parasites, bacteria and viruses.
Some of these diseases can spread to other fish in
your aquarium and affect your home collection when
you introduce new fish. Buy healthy fish to avoid
introducing serious diseases to your aquarium.

Aquarium fish can spread serious diseases because
they are transported live. These diseases could
seriously affect our wild fisheries, waterways and
aquaculture industries if they escape from aquariums
into the environment.

Australia needs the help of responsible aquarists to be
on the look out for emerging disease problems

Some irresponsible pet fish owners have illegally
dumped their aquarium fish, plants or tank water into
public waterways. Such actions can spread disease
into our aquatic environment. Aquarium fish, alive or
dead, should never be released or disposed of into

waterways. Return unwanted live fish to your retailer.
Dispose of dead fish by securing them in a plastic bag
and placing them in your household waste bin.

+ Never release aquarium fish into any waterways. + Loss of appetite, and loss of body weight

+ Skin ulcers and eroded fins

+ Always dispose of aquarium tank water down a household

sink. Do not dispose of water or sick fish into stormwater
or street drains.

+ Loss of bright colours
+ Bloated belly
+ Loss of buoyancy control

+ Ensure outdoor fish ponds cannot overflow into creeks - Abnormal swimming behaviour

or into storm water drains. + Bulged out eyes

+ Seek advice on keeping a healthy aquarium and if you
suspect a serious disease, contact your veterinarian or
state laboratory.

Contact details for State Government Laboratories who can undertake diagnostic investigations:

South Australia

Victoria

New South Wales

Queensland

Northern Territory
Western Australia

Tasmania

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/70277/Sampling_fish_for_
laboratory_analysis.pdf

http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/dpi/nrensr.nsf/childdocs/-ba211ca6e23454e6ca256
ecc0022e283-5211a6b6bd0810b3ca256ecc0005880f?open

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/vetmanual/specimens-by-disease-syndrome
/diseases-of-fish

http://www?2.dpi.gld.gov.au/fishweb/2712.html

http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/docs/pub/FHSubmitDiseaseFish/index.php?0308

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/webpages/cpas-5mq297?open

(08) 8226 0330

(03) 9217 4300

(02) 6626 1103
(02) 4640 6327

(07) 3892 9471
(07) 4722 2624

(08) 8999 2249
(08) 9368 3357

(03) 6336 5216



